SHEEP ARENA TRIALS & SHEEP SMALL FIELD TRIALS: GENERAL RULES

(AGM 2003, 2006, draft revision 2007)

1. Acceptable names for these trials will be “Sheep Arena Trials” and “Sheep Small Field Trials”, abbreviated “SAT/SSFT”.  (They will not be termed “sheep races”.) Trials which do not meet the distance requirements for “Sheep Field Trials”, as well as various sheep obstacle courses (such as arena trials and “ranch trials”), may be eligible for sanctioning by BCSDA in the SAT/SSFT category, but the sanctioning shall be at the discretion of the BCSDA Trial Director.  

2. All of the General Rules for Sheep Dog Trials apply to these trials, other than those specifically pertaining to “Sheep Field Trials”.

The minimum number of dogs for “Sheep Field Trials” shall not apply to the SAT/SSFT category of trials.
3. Three (3) classes, namely Novice-Novice, Pro-Novice and Open, shall be the only classes sanctioned in the SAT/SSFT category.  In conjunction with the sanctioned classes, a “Rookie” class for beginning handlers and Non-Competitive runs at various levels may be offered at the discretion of the trial organizer, but “Rookie” and Non-Competitive runs shall not be eligible for counting of points toward year-end standings or year-end awards or move-up requirements.  Rookie class competitors may be given within-trial awards, but a Non-Competitive run shall not be eligible for any kind of within-trial award at a trial sanctioned in the SAT/SSFT category.  A Non-Competitive entry at any level will not be construed as being in conflict with any class entry prohibitions or move-up provisions described in the rules of the BCSDA.   

4. "No Year End awards for a trialing year will be awarded in the SAT/SSFT trialing category unless at least three (3) sanctioned trials in that category have been held during that year.”  “Year end points” in sanctioned SAT/SSFT trialing will be awarded in the same manner as for “Sheep Field Trials”.  These “year-end points” will be recorded (for purposes of year-end standings and Year End Awards) only in this trialing category (AGM 2006), and no other points will count for such purposes (AGM 2003).  
5. Subject to provisions of Rule 4  Year End Awards in the SAT/SSFT category will be presented to the Dog and Handler awarded the most “year-end points” for each of the three (3) classes, namely Novice-Novice, Pro-Novice and Open.  

6. The SAT/SSFT category of trials will not be considered when making the “Super Dog” Award.

7. Move-up rules in the SAT/SSFT category will be applied in the same manner as for “Sheep Field Trials”.  Only points earned in the SAT/SSFT category will count toward moving up in this trialing category (AGM 2003), and such points will not count toward moving up in any other trialing category.  

8. Competitors in these trials and persons involved in organizing, assisting and officiating at these trials will be expected to conduct themselves at all times so as to reflect creditably on the Association and on the sport of stock dog trialing.  Care and handling of trial livestock will be carried out with appropriate regard for their welfare.

9. SAT/SSFT Course Rules and Scoring:

a. A time limit will be established for each class in a trial.

b. Ad hoc rules may be established by the course director for each class in an individual trial, regarding such matters as leaving a post, crossing a handlers line, nature and difficulty of course elements (e.g. obstacles), the sequence in which course elements must be attempted, etc., commensurate with an appropriate degree of difficulty or required skill for the class. Such ad hoc rules will be communicated to handlers by some means, such as a handlers’ meeting, before the trial commences or before the class is run.  

c. At no time will a handler move through an obstacle in the Novice-Novice, Pro-Novice or Open classes in the SAT/SSFT category. The penalty for violating this rule is disqualification of the run.  However, unless otherwise stipulated at a handlers’ meeting, a handler may, without penalty, enter a pen/trailer to facilitate removal of sheep from the pen/trailer.   Where crossing of a handler’s line is disallowed, the penalty for a violation is disqualification of the run.  Where leaving of the post is disallowed, violation will amount to voluntary retirement by the competitor.

d. A person or persons will be designated as the Judge for each of the classes N/N, P/N and Open, and will judge each run in that class. In the case where there is a judgment call required (such as a shed) the Judge must be qualified to make the call and make it known to the competitors how it will be judged. The person assigned to judge a particular class will not be allowed to compete in that class.  

e. Where the scored element of a course is shedding, or sorting, or gated-penning, or trailer loading, this element must be completed satisfactorily (as described in the handlers’ meeting) before the competitor may proceed to the next course element.  Satisfactory completion of each of these four kinds of course elements will contribute a score equivalent to the number of sheep used in that part of the run.  No rule regarding number of attempts will apply to these four kinds of course elements.  The judge will “call” a shed to indicate satisfactory completion.    

f. Other kinds of scored course elements are “obstacles”, which may include an open (ungated) pen.  A competitor must move at least one animal through an obstacle in the correct manner before proceeding to the next course element, and this shall be the definition of an “attempt”.  Trial organizers must set a maximum number of attempts which may be made before the competitor must move on to the next course element, and this maximum must be announced at the handlers’ meeting.

g. An obstacle will be scored by awarding one point for each sheep going correctly through the obstacle during the last permitted attempt made at the obstacle.  

h. Ties of accumulated scores for runs will be broken by time. Where points and time are equal, placing will be determined by a chute time. The obstacle chosen to be used for the chute time will be established at the handlers meeting. The time keeper will record the chute time on the score sheet.   

i. The judge shall have the authority to disqualify a competitor for an inappropriate grip, or for excessive stress on the stock, or for a potentially or actually injurious collision of stock with a fence or wall, where such collision is thought to be due to inappropriate pressure by the dog.  (This rule does not limit the authority of the judge with regard to other matters in conducting the trial.)  

